
 

Tuntable Falls Community School 
www.tuntablefallsschool.nsw.edu.au   

 tuntableschool@gmail.com (t) 6689 1423 (m) 0491 466 619    
117 Upper Tuntable Falls Road Nimbin NSW 2480 

10 Aug 2021, Term 3, Newsletter 10, Next issue due 17 August 2021                       

From the Committee: 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
Firstly, welcome back to Rain and his mum, Pia. Many thanks for her amazing 
skills in the kitchen. Her lunches are a delight! 
 
I’m not sure how to start. At this point we are at home with our children and 
wondering when life might get back to normal. Play dates with friends and when 
school is going back is on everyone’s minds. At the time of writing, it appears 
that it isn’t ending as quickly as we would like. We will provide you with updates 
as soon as we get them. 
 
Please know that your teachers are there to support you. They are happy for 
emails or phone calls at any time during the day (pending zoom lessons), if you 
need to talk about the work that is being provided. There is no pressure to 
complete it all. You can also call a committee member if you have any questions 
or concerns. 
 
Take this as a time with your children that you will never have back. Make some 
fabulous memories. 
I really like this quote from a principal in Sydney, “….at the end of all of this, your 
kid’s mental health will be more important than their academic skills. And how 
they felt during this time will stay with them for a long time after…”.  

 
I’d also like to thank Simon for his great 
circus classes over Zoom. It has been the 
highlight of our week. 
 
In the last parent meeting a discussion 
came up regarding our holiday schedule 
of three weeks. Listening to parents is 
important, and as it was also mentioned 
in last year’s evaluation, it was discussed 
at this year’s strategic planning meeting. 
With all committee members and staff in 
attendance it was decided at this time, 
the school would continue into 2022 with 
the current timetable. With our next 
parent evaluation, we will have a space 
for more comment on this subject.  

 
Have you all received your Target vouchers? If your children were at school 
during the fires in 2019 you will have received a $50 voucher for each child. 
Don’t forget to get online and use them. 
 
Have a lovely fortnight, 
Nicole 
 

 
School Calendar: 

● Term 3 Ends                    
Fri, 17 Sept 2021 

● Term 4 Begins             
Monday, 11 Oct 2021 

School Bell: 
● School starts:    9:05 
● Recess: 11:00-11:30 
● Lunch:  13:00-13:45 
● School ends:   14:45 

 
Important Dates: 
● Whale of a Time 

excursion 
- Sept 7, Yrs K-2 
- Sept 13, Yrs 3-6 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Drink Bottles: 
All children to bring 

their own drink bottles 
as part of COVID 

hygiene measures. 
Especially important 

on Thursdays for 
CIRCUS. 

 

Can all parents please 
label clothing & gear 
to reduce lost 
property. 

 



 
 
COVID - Level 4 Guidelines for Schools 
NSW Health endorsed Department of Education guidelines 

 
Parents and carers must keep children – across primary and secondary school – at 
home unless they need to be at school. Schools and outside of school hours care 
(OOSHC) services are open for any child that needs it. All non–core curriculum related 
activities are to cease on school sites.” 
- From AIS COVID advice for schools. 
 
The ‘stay at home’ rules are outline at the back of this newsletter, under Important Notices. 
Please call the school, or your child’s teacher, if you need to discuss their learning or attendance.  
 

 
Communication:  
 

• It is important to call the Office by 9:30am if your child is unable to attend school for any reason.  
 

• Please provide a Doctors Medical Certificate to the Office if your child is absent due to illness for five 
consecutive days or more.  

 
• If you are planning time away from school during the term, please complete an Application for 

Exemption from School form at the Office. 
 
The committee feels strongly about open communication at the school. Please keep our contact details 
handy and don’t hesitate to contact whomever you feel comfortable with.  

 
  

Committee Member Position 
Phone 
Number 

Email 

Jacinta Duivenvoorden 
President & 
Treasurer 

0422 817 151 jacinthafrancess@gmail.com 

• Contact regarding fees, complaints/compliments, committee inductions, concerns around 
cleaning, TFC liaison 

Blossom Gillard Vice President 0497 800148 blissbloss@gmail.com 

• Contact regarding TFC liaison, TFC work levies 

Cushla Lobb Secretary 0438 817 678 cushlala@yahoo.com.au 

• Contact regarding school newsletter, TFC liaison, TFC work levies 

Nicole Devery Member 0432 429 296 nicolepeisto@hotmail.com 

• Contact regarding school newsletter, teacher liaison, staff issues, maintenance, social media 

Alison Southey Member 0414 013 318 alisouthey@hotmail.com 

Nathalie Dease Member 0400 317 426 nat.dease@gmail.com 



 Birthdays  

We would like to congratulate the following student on their birthday. 
Happy birthday precious possum!

 
 

  

 

 
Djuna 

12 Aug 



 

Buribi (Kindy) 
 

You are amazing for simply finding the time to read 
this newsletter, well done! Having all the children 
Learning from home is a very difficult task for parents 
to manage. Many of us are missing the connections 
with friends and all the activities school offers. Some 
parents feel swamped, juggling between various aged 
siblings, work and the general household kafuffle of 
life. With all this to manage, it can become stressful 
which takes a huge toll on your health. Health is 
priority. So, parents; Please relax and be kind to 
yourselves. There is no massive academic expectation 
at this time. Continue to read with your child at home 
and anything on top of that is a great accomplishment 
in my opinion.  
 
Contact with the teacher and classmates via 
technology, at least once a week will help your child 
feel socially  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
connected. Phone calls, Face Time and Zoom meetings 
provide an opportunity for your child to participate in 
social activities and play with friends. Such 
connections benefit your child more than general 
academic progress. Health and wellbeing come first. 
  
For the past two weeks, I have allocated daily 
individual meetings with students and their parents to 
offer assistance with learning activities, social 
connections, games and whatever is needed at the 
time. It has been great to provide this one-on-one time 
to my students. This week and onwards, I am required 
to be at school for supervision purposes and 
therefore may not be able to provide daily individual 
sessions as in the past weeks. I will continue to 
provide 1-2 Zoom meetings each week for the whole 
class and will schedule individual calls per student 
throughout the week as required.  
 
I am so impressed with how well everybody’s Pirate Day 
activities went at home. Well Done! 

 

   
 
Stay safe and be kind to everyone. I hope to see you 
soon. 
 
Warm Wishes, 
Fiona 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Gooarng (Years 1&2) 
 

Learning in the time of Covid …. Well, it sure is interesting! And I’ve got to say I think you’re all doing an 
amazing job at stepping in with your child’s learning as much as you can. It’s been so great to connect with you 
all on Telegram and see the children’s learning and adventures.  

I’ve kept the learning going with the introduction of the new sound /er/ this week. It’s been very helpful that 
many of you have connected via Zoom to assist your children with this learning. Many of you would have also 
received the new maths concept of addition and takeaway as a written algorithm.  

If you haven’t had a Zoom, and would like one, please don’t hesitate to ask and book a time via text or 
Telegram.  

Here’s some images of the wonderful learning and creative adventures your kids have been having at home.  

Still life painting with Miela, Lali and Juno. 

 
Sibella and Maximus’s nature art. 

Miela and I have been knitting and crocheting beanies. 

Please know we are here to support you, so 
don’t be shy.  

Up we grow, 
 Ishta  
 

 
 

 

 



 Yuruugin (Years 3&4)  
 
These past weeks I have been lucky to have had a peep into some pretty cool home-school environments. How 
lucky our kids are to be able to enjoy the space that surrounds! From making home-made pasta to building 
bike ramps and all the tree climbing in-between, I think it’s safe to say our kids are ready for whatever life 
throws at them! Well done to the families for your impressive juggling skills, and amazing parent support.  

Lock down shmock down   
 

 
 

o Weekly/ Daily plans will be uploaded to the class Telegram along with Simon’s Circus zoom link. 
o Lesson Zoom session links will be sent to your personal Telegram prior to sessions. 

 
Once again, amazing work everyone! 

Angie      



        Remote Guruman (Years 5&6) 

 
Savannah making fresh sweet treats. 

 
 

 
Monty building a polyhedron.  

  
Savannah’s new kids. 

 

 
Aron’s signature blueberry pancakes. 

 
Ava exercising her green thumb. 

 
Nala doing a skating/tennis challenge. 

 

I am very impressed with the reports, photos and returned worksheets that I have seen over the last weeks. I 
am constantly amazed at the variety of creative approaches the students have demonstrated in the remote 
learning activities. The Zoom sessions are a great opportunity to connect with each other and see everyone’s 
achievements. I am very much liking the individual phone sessions as well.  



Please remember to write down any questions that may arise from any of the activities so the issues can be 
discussed in the phone chats. This time at home is a great opportunity to catch up on reading so let me know if 
any books from school need to be dropped off or made available for pickup. Let us know if there are any other 
ways that we can support you during this time. 
 
Joe 

Cerdwyn’s magical imaginings.  
 

 
Amelia painting a serine still life.  

 
 

 
    Catching up via Zoom.  



 SEE and STEAM with Emmy 
 
Over the past couple of weeks, I've been thrilled to receive photos and messages sharing the adventures 
students have been having at home. 
 
There's been lots of cooking, especially baking, happening, harvesting turmeric and a monster carrot, nature art 
and gardening. It brings me so much happiness to see families enjoying this stunning Spring weather and 
connecting with our natural environment. 
 
Please keep sending me things and asking for help if you need it. 
 
 
Here are a couple of pictures. 
 

    
A collection of portraits drawn during a whole school activity  
on connection a few weeks ago. 
 

Amelia painting her still life. 

 
 
Emmy 

  



Important Notices: 
 

NSW Health Announcement: 

To protect the people of NSW from the evolving COVID-19 outbreak, new restrictions will be introduced for the 
Byron Shire, Richmond Valley, Lismore and Ballina Shire Local Government Areas, effective from 6pm today 
until midnight, Saturday 28 August.  
Following updated health advice from NSW Chief Health Officer Dr Kerry Chant, stay-at-home orders will apply 
to all people who live in these areas or have been there on or after 31 July.  
The rules for these areas will be the same as those already in place across Greater Sydney, as well as Tamworth, 
Armidale, Newcastle, Lake Macquarie, Maitland, Port Stephens, Singleton, Dungog, Muswellbrook and 
Cessnock.  
Everyone in these areas must stay at home unless they have a reasonable excuse to leave. They also cannot have 
visitors in their home from outside their household, including family and friends.  
People still can have one visitor at one time to fulfil carers' responsibilities or provide care or assistance, or for 
compassionate reasons, including where two people are in a relationship but do not live together.  
People also cannot enter the Byron Shire, Richmond Valley, Lismore, and Ballina Shire Local Government Areas, 
without a reasonable excuse to do so.  
We understand this is a difficult time for the community and appreciate their ongoing patience and cooperation. 
We are asking people not to seek exceptions to the rules, but to ensure they comply with them so we do not 
see further cases of COVID-19 in the community.  

Stay At Home Rules: 

For anyone living in a locked down area can only leave your home for essential purposes: 

• Obtaining essential goods or services, including healthcare 
• Exercising in your local area – it can only be within 10km of your home, and within 10km of your 

personal trainer’s home if you are exercising with a personal trainer 
• Attending essential work or school and childcare for the children of essential workers or vulnerable 

children 
• Assisting a vulnerable person or family member 
• Obtaining a COVID-19 test or vaccination 

You should stay within 10km of your home whenever possible, but you can go further to achieve a permitted 
purpose. Exercise must only be performed within 10km of your home. 

  

Details on these lockdowns can be found on the NSW Government COVID-19 website.  

Current as at: Monday 9 August 2021 

 
 

REMEMBER TO CHECK IN 
Use the QR code or sign in at the office. 
From Monday 12 July 2021 the Service NSW QR code will be mandatory at all workplaces and retail businesses, 
including all early education and care facilities. 
Adults entering the premises need to check in using the Service NSW QR codes. This means staff, families, and 
visitors to the school. Children are excluded from this requirement. 



 
 

COVID Precautions:  
In addition to the hygiene and safety measures we have already put in place, the NSW Health have made the 
following recommendations to minimise the risk of COVID-19 transmission in NSW school communities. 
These measures will be effective as of Thursday, 4 March 2021. 

• In accordance with advice from NSW Health, parents and carers are reminded NOT to send children to school 
if they are unwell, even if they have the mildest flu-like symptoms.  

• NSW Health has requested that schools encourage anyone who is unwell or has even mild flu-like symptoms, 
to arrange to be tested through their local medical practitioner or one of the COVID-19 clinics.  

• Students and staff with flu-like symptoms need to be tested and provide a copy of a negative COVID-19 test 
result and be symptom-free before being permitted to return to school.  

• Students who do not undertake a COVID-19 test will not be permitted to return to school for a 10-day period. 
Additionally, they must be symptom-free for at least 3 days prior to returning to school.  

• Students who have seasonal allergic rhinitis or another condition that presents similarly to flu-like symptoms 
are still required to get tested for COVID-19 and return a negative test result. Where their symptoms continue 
beyond 10 days, students should provide documentation from their GP confirming their symptoms are typical 
for their condition. 

● If any person in your family has been tested, then all members of the family must stay home until a negative 
result is obtained. No student is to be at school if a family member has been tested and is awaiting their results. 
More information can be found at www.health.nsw.gov.au 
 

We ask you to help us by: 
1. trying to make the settling in process as quick as possible so as to avoid too many people in the school. To help 

us limit the number of children and adults in the school setting, please don't hang around and try to avoid 
bringing other members with you. 

2. not allowing your child to bring in toys from home. 
3. ensuring you are packing a water bottle and enough food for the day. Students have fruit at munch and 

crunch, a recess and lunch.  
4. on arriving home, getting your child/ren wash their hands and change their clothes to avoid spreading 

anything to your family. 

*Please contact staff or a committee member if you have any questions or concerns. 


