
 

 

Tuntable Falls Community School 
www.tuntablefallsschool.nsw.edu.au   

 tuntableschool@gmail.com (t) 6689 1423    
117 Upper Tuntable Falls Road Nimbin NSW 2480 

11 Aug 2020, Term 3, Newsletter 9  
Next issue due 25 Aug 2020                       

 

From the Committee: 
 
Hello Families, 
 
A huge thank you to all those families who attended the workday on 
Saturday the 1st of August. There was a great turn out and all the jobs on 
the list were ticked off, which is a massive achievement! The school is 
shining with your loving input. Thank you also to those that could attend 
the parent meeting. It was a lovely informal gathering where parents could 
meet and become connected with each other, staff and committee. If you 
couldn’t make it to either of these, no worries, we will be doing it all again 
next term ;) 
 
The beautiful old wooden library windows were replaced with aluminium 
windows in the holidays to allow for more airflow through the library. We 
are offering up the old windows for tender to the school community and to 
Tuntable Falls Community members. Ring René in the office to make an 
offer on these. 
 
With a heavy heart, due to Covid restrictions and border closures, we will 
not be going ahead with planning our much loved Minjerribah camping trip. 
We are however in the process researching options for a spot closer to 
home. If you have a favourite spot that you think may be suitable, please let 
a committee member know and we can look into it. 
 
Cooking in the kitchen this coming week we have Rain’s mum Pia on 
Wednesday cooking her yummy Spinach rolls, and on Thursday we have 
Preston’s grandmother Myraine cooking lentil Shepard’s pie with a chia 
raspberry slice. Thank you for your efforts. Not only do they sound 
delicious, but the best part is fewer school lunches for me to make. Yay!!  
 
Blessings J 

 

School Calendar: 

• Term 3 Ends                    
Friday, 23rd Sept 

• Term 4 Begins             
Tuesday, 20th Oct 

School Bell: 

• School starts:    9:05 
• Recess: 11:00-11:30 

         (Wed 10:30-11:00) 
• Lunch:  13:00-13:45 
     (Wed 12:30-13:15) 
• School ends:   14:45 

 
Strategic Meeting:                                   
Friday, 31st July, 9.30 am,      
in the Art room 

Committee Meeting:  
Friday, 14th Aug, 9:30am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reminders:                      
We are a Nude Food 
School. Please avoid using 
plastic wraps or packaged 
items in school lunches.   

 
 
 
 

 
 

Drink Bottles: 
All children to bring 

their own drink bottles 
as part of COVID 

hygiene measures. 
Especially important on 

Wednesdays for 
CIRCUS. 

 



 

BURIBI (Kindy class) 
 

So Much Fun! 
It has been a busy and exciting start to Term 3. We are enjoying school lunches on 
Wednesdays and Thursdays. The Buribi class enthusiastically launched and bounced back into 
Circus with Simon and Freya. We bring our own hula-hoops to circus and practice tricks on 
Monday mornings to show on Wednesday. There is so much talent somersaulting through 
hoops with individual and group confidence growing.  
Welcome to Andy who is joining the Buribi Class, starting transition sessions on Wednesday 
and Thursday mornings. We are so excited!  
Information regarding Transition Sessions and Open Days for 2021 Kindergarten students will 
be provided very soon. 

   
Last week the school went on the ReWilding Adventure with hosts Sally and Scott. We all had 
so much fun learning new ways to build shelters (which may be referred to as Cubbies). We 
were taught some weaving techniques and had a go at making fire without matches and 
played a great game ‘Camouflage’. The weather was on our side and we had a fantastic time 
in such a beautiful place. Thank you to our amazing staff for helping! 

  

 

Please continue reading at home, send the reader folder to school when you want to swap readers over for 
new ones. If you wish to have some homework for your child to do, let me know, I can send home independent 
work home as well as things you can do together.  
If you require any support with the above, please do not hesitate to contact myself, a lovely Committee 
Member or René in the Office.  Every student must have their own drink bottle at school for hygiene 
purposes.  
 
Much Love 
Fiona  
 



                                        

 GOOARNJ (Middle class) 
 
Hi Families, 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We had such fun on Thursday at the ReWilding excursion – building shelters, weaving, and 
learning all about fire and fire lighting. All the kids had a wonderful time and showed off their 
bush skills. 

 
In class we have started writing stories, paying attention to where the story is set, who the 
main character is, what the problem is in the story, and how the characters solve the 
problem. We have also been exploring adjectives and similes to describe the setting and 
characters. The kids have come up with some truly wonderful similes. We will continue with 
this writing over the next fortnight. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

  

 
In Maths we are building on our 
understanding of number patterns and 
multiplication as groups of. The year 1’s are 
consolidating the doubles to 12, or 2 times 
tables, and the year 2’s have begun focusing 
on counting by 3’s and beginning to learn 
their 3 times tables. 
In other news we are still so excited that 
circus is back! The Gooarnj class started 
learning silks this week.  
We are about to finish our clay creations 
and will then be starting our dioramas so 
please remember to bring in a shoe box or 
small box for you child.  
 
Up we Grow, 
Ishta  
 
 

  



 

   Guruman (Upper class) 

One of the wonderful events of this week for Guruman 
was the online version of the Byron Bay Writers Festival. 
Students watched talks by children’s authors such as 
Tristan Bancks, Kirli Saunders, Deborah Abela and Felice 
Arena. Tristan introduced his latest book, Nit Boy, which 
tells the hilarious adventures of a boy, Lewis and his pet 
nit Ned. This inspired stories by Guruman students 
about interactions between various insects and other 
creatures. Here are some samples of their work: 
 
 
 
 
 

The Fly & The Cockroach, by Amelia. 
“Hey, I am Flip the Fly, what’s your name?” says Flip to the newcomer on the windscreen.  
“I am Roach the cockroach! By the way, are you going to eat me? I’ve seen such a story on 
‘Roach Today’”. 
“Why would I eat you? Aren’t you meant to eat me?”  asks Flip the Fly, quizzically. 
“I don’t know, but one question - Did you know on ‘Roach Today’ it says the killer spider has 
escaped from THE JAIL!” screams Roach.          
“OH NO! Alert! Alert! We bugs on the windscreen have never seen a spider but just this 
morning, there was a weird thing we’ve never seen before with……… I don’t know how many 
legs it had” says Flip counting in his head. 
“What you just saw this morning was a SPIDER!” says Roach in a big panic. 
“We have to leave!” says Flip.  
“How do we even get of this thing all I can remember was being kicked out of my own house, 
then I saw a giant monster thing and then I landed on it and then I saw well ………… you!” 
shouts Roach in a loud scream.  
“Calm down. We just have to jump off!” says Flip, trying to calm Roach down, but he fails.  
“Calm down? Do you know what the killer spider is?!” Roach yells.  
“Oh right! Hold my wing and we will jump off on the count of 3, ready 1 2 3 aaaand JUMP!” 
says Flip, only to realise that his new friend Roach was nowhere to be seen and Flip was 
standing on the side of a thing called a road……… 
 
Itcha the Louse, by Aron. 
Today he and his father are going to meet the leader of the ticks and his son, to make a Peace 
Treaty. When they arrive, they find a stranger. He’s not a louse.  He's a tick. The tick said the 
leader of the ticks had sent him to kill them. Suddenly he pounced and managed to pin 
Itcha’s father to the ground. The stranger said “I am the tick chief’s son. Itcha’s father said 
“Run Son. You are now the chief.”  
THE END. 
Wait for the next book to see what happens….       
 
 



 
 
 
Fly Man and Cockroach, by Ava. 
Fly man: “Hay wazuppp!” 
Cockroach: “Oh I’m just trying to scare the crap out of this guy.”  
Fly man: “Oh cool! I’m just seeing how close I can get to this spider without it trying to kill 
me.”  
Cockroach: “Oh… well I bet as far as you want because THE SPIDER ISINT THERE!”  
Fly man: “Oh… well then… I will just get going then bay. OH WAIT, the spider came back!”  
Cockroach: “Oh. Well yes. Yes it did… ok then I bet you can go three steps into the web.”  
Fly man: “Well I think four!” Cockroach: “Ok bet starts NOW!”  
The fly took one step in but, of course, the spider notices him, but doesn’t get any closer. 
Then the fly takes another step closer. Then the spider turns to face the fly but again does 
not come any closer. But then the fly takes one…more… step...in. But little did he know that 
would be his last step because as soon as he took that last step, the spider starts sprinting 
towards the fly at full speed. The fly tries to move but the fly is stuck to the web. But as soon 
as the spider is about to get the fly, he suddenly jumps free! And quickly flies away from the 
spider!  
THE END.               
 
Bill The Spider, by Monty. 
One day there was a spider and the spider’s name was Bill. Bill met another spider called 
John. John only had four legs and one eye because he gets stepped on all the time. One day 
Bill decided to bite John's head off. 
To be continued….         
 

Deborah Abela’s introduced her new 
climate change trilogy Grimsdon, 
New City and Final Storm, which tells 
the exciting story of kids living in a 
climate-changed world. This inspired 
stories by the students about sea 
monsters. Here is a sample of their 
spectacular works: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Creatures, by Aragorn. 
I was on a boat fishing. All at once, the Hufill jumped out of the water and grabbed a boat 
and ate it whole. It was scaly and was like a fish. It was the size of a Giant Octopus. We were 
going so fast, I almost fell out of the boat.        
To be continued….        
 
The students were very interested in all the books featured in this year’s Byron Bay Writers 
Festival Primary Schools program and we will be purchasing them for our library. 
 
Joe. 
  



 

FROM GINGER 
What an action-packed couple of weeks it's been for our SEE program with the garden 
getting stocked up for our spring beds and our chickens back in their coop.  
 

The Buribi class have been 
exploring how seeds are shaped to 
ensure they dispense to regrow. 
We journeyed to the creek to hunt 
for different seeds and seed 
pods and then investigated how 
they could have got there. We 
found quondong seeds, palm 
seeds, maple seeds, farmers 
friends, bindi seeds and also 
sandpaper figs. They are learning 
that there are many ways 
that seeds travel for example: by 
water, wind, are eaten by birds and 

then are pooped out, some stick to human and animals’ clothes or fur and some are 
acrobatic travellers.  
 
The Gooarnj class are exploring the land down under and how special places are special to 
different people for different reasons. They have begun by designed their own boomerangs 
and experimented with dot painting.  
 
The Guraman class conducted a whole 
school survey on a chosen native bird, 
asking the question "What bird do you 
want nesting in our school?" After 
analysing the results, the students 
were divided into groups to research 
design plans for their specific bird’s 
needs. Birds are very, very particular 
creatures when it comes to nesting so 
the children made cardboard 
prototypes of their bird boxes to be 
sure it's suitable. They have been 
using very difficult measurement 
conversions to complete the task.  
 
Peace, love and baby birds.  
Ginger  
  



 
 

FROM EMMY 
We made it and what fun we had! Thanks so much to everyone who made our day out with 
Scott and Sally from ReWild actually happen. 
 
We began the morning next to Scott and Sally's colourful house before crossing the mighty 

Tweed River. A short walk and we 
had a little yarn before splitting 
into two groups.  
The older kids went and did a 
group climb up an enormous hoop 
pine. Hats off to those that 
climbed high enough to get a 
spectacular view of Sphinx Rock to 
the south west. I know my toes 
would have been tingling! It's 
great to see our students relishing 
the opportunity to take on some 
risk and overcome challenges 
together. 

 
Meanwhile the younger kids headed into the bush to build an awesome lean-to bush shelter 
before exploring the creek, ochre and making cordage from natural fibres. 
Back together for a picnic lunch and then fire making. The students love making fire; the thrill 
of such elemental power is so deep in us humans. And I think, after last year's fires, the kids 
really appreciate the need to handle fire with respect and intelligence. 
After the spark of fire making, we enjoyed a quick game of Camouflage before heading back 
to school. 
Let's hope we can do more with ReWild soon! 
  



 
 
 
STEM fun with Emmy 
 
Energy, forces and movement are the key ideas for all the classes this term.  
 

Buribi are pushing ahead with exploring 
different types of motion. We've been 
playing with toy cars, showing different types 
of movement with our bodies and beginning 
to learn the basics of coding with the 
school's new robots (called Botley). 
Buribi built an awesome road and practiced 
giving and following instructions to move toy 
cars around. 
 
Gooarnj have been all in a spin making 
windmills and will soon be pulling apart 
some old white goods to explore how they 
work. 
 
Guruman are investigating forces and how 
they make objects move. Our bicarb and 
vinegar propelled rockets were lots of messy 
fun. 
 
 

Buribi class and their roadworks.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Some of the students at play time. A moment that is so common at TFCS (kids playing and 
learning cooperatively in nature) but rare in other schools. We are so lucky! 
 
Emmy. 
 
 
 



 
 
 

FROM LISA 
 
 
Last week I spent time in the Kindy class. I’m fortunate in my role to work with all of the 
children in the school in some capacity, so I get to spend time with all of the children and the 
educators. Working in the classroom is such a lovely time for me as I get to know the kids 
more deeply and understand their personality and strengths. 
We started the day with yoga and then went to the garden. When we arrived, everyone 
became consumed with wonder and investigated the garden alone or in small groups for a 
while, often sharing treasures, discoveries, and beauties they discovered. Then we shared 
knowledge in the Kindy patch and had munch and crunch as a picnic. Watching the children 
in the garden sharing their skills and experiences was a great example of initiative, 
confidence, and belonging.  
 
It’s almost time for report cards to come home and at this time I’d ask you to consider some 
things. We are mandated to report to parents on student “progress” using a five-point 
reporting scale. This report rarely paints an accurate picture of your child’s strengths, skills, 
knowledge, and enormous efforts. As teachers at Tuntable we recognise the skills and talents 
your child has and respect their individuality and how they live that. We know that no report 
card can illustrate how special and unique they are, and we hope you do too. 
 
Take care,  
Lisa 
Learning and Support Teacher  



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COVID-19: What we are doing to address Health & 
Safety at school 

 
Our Daily COVID-19 Hygiene Procedures: 

1. As usual a major clean is done after the school week by our lovely cleaner Mel, but we 
have extended the length of time now to include more surface cleaning. 

2. TFCS has also employed Mel to sanitise and wipe down all classrooms and publicly 
shared areas at the end of each day. 

3. Staff are wiping down classrooms at recess, lunch. 
4. Hand sanitiser dispensers are available in all classrooms and public areas.  
5. Children are washing their hands before eating and before entering and leaving the 

classrooms. 
6. Teachers are making hygiene education part of daily activities and are reminding 

children of good hygiene practices and explaining why it is important.  
7. Students are maintaining social distancing in classrooms and outdoors. 
8. To ensure safe play time, staff are providing active supervision during recess and 

lunch.  
9. Any staff member or child who displays any cold or flu like symptoms are being 

instructed to please stay home and will be sent home if deemed unwell. 

We ask you to help us by: 

1. trying to make the settling in process as quick as possible so as to avoid too many 
people in the school. To help us limit the number of children and adults in the school 
setting, please don't hang around and try to avoid bringing other members with you. 

2. not allowing your child to bring in toys from home. 
3. ensuring you are packing enough food for the day. No communal food is being 

provided, instead all children are bringing their own packed lunches and water 
bottles. Students have fruit at munch and crunch, a recess and a lunch. It is preferred 
that the bubblers are not used. 

4. on arriving home, getting your child/ren wash their hands and change their clothes to 
avoid spreading anything to your family. 

5. keeping your child/ren at home where possible.  

*Please contact staff or a committee member is you have any questions or concerns. 

 

Please be aware that the school may need to go back into 
lockdown due to a rise in COVID-19 cases in NSW and QLD.  

 
Should this happen, staff will provide assistance and learning 

materials to support your child’s learning at home.  
 


